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Greetings to all FLGC members,
The fall months have been unfolding but unfortunately, have not revealed much improvement in confidence levels as to group
gatherings even with social distancing. Our November Board and General meetings will, once again, be held via a Zoom connection.
We need to accept that although this is not the ideal way to hold our meetings, that it does provide some sense of fellowship.
Our next General meeting will be held on November 13 at 10:00 am. Beth Waldorf and Gene Cain will be making a presentation “
Plants to Dye For...” Beth will discuss plants used in dyeing and Gene will instruct us as to how to grow and care for those plants.
As the Design Guild is not meeting at present, there will not be a Floral design moment.
Circle Presidents reached out to their membership to get a sense as to individual preferences regarding our annual Holiday
Luncheon. Although a few people indicated that they were comfortable in attending the event, the overwhelming majority of our
members are not yet prepared to attend a large, club wide gathering. The ensuing need for cancellation will be further discussed at
the upcoming Board meeting and a final decision will be made. At this writing, it appears likely that our Holiday Luncheon will be
cancelled.
We do have much to look forward to in the coming months. Our annual Flower Show in February is a go!! Roswitha and her
committee have devoted hours of careful planning to ensure that we can safely host this wonderful event the first weekend in
February. Rosie has asked that anyone planning to enter an exhibit into the Horticultural Division of the show, to PLEASE advise
your Circle presidents as soon as possible. This is essential information needed in order to determine the entire layout of the show.
Our Garden Center grounds are in beautiful condition as is the Shadehouse. Agnes Gallo, Shirley Wiggin, Sandy Harrington and
Debbi La Clair have provided outstanding leadership in guiding their volunteers to maintain the healthy status of our landscape and
current “occupants” of the Shadehouse. As a club, it is the responsibility of all of our members to maintain our beautiful environment.
There are many ways to support these efforts, all of which will be
greatly appreciated. Please consider committing a morning of your
FLGC Yearbook Changes
time to the community effort of nurturing our gardens.
and Corrections
As we head into the holidays, I would like to wish you all the best of
the coming season. Take good care and create sunshine for yourself Please make the following changes to
the 20-21 FLGC Yearbook:
and others!
Susie MacPherson
Page 8 & 35 Bayberry Garden Circle
President is Dana Warder 954-797-7387
President, Fort Lauderdale Garden Club

Changes to Upcoming FLGC Meetings
And Zoom Details
FLGC Board of Directors Meeting
THURSDAY,November 12th 4:00 PM VIA ZOOM
LogIn Details TBA
FLGC General Meeting
Friday, November 13th at 10:00 A.M.
VIA ZOOM! See Page 2 for LogIn Details!
Horticulture Presentation: “Plants to Dye For...” by
Beth Waldorf and Gene Cain

Page 90 Jan Bullard New Address
8941 NW 12th Place, Plantation FL 33322
Page 105 Jan Miskin New Address
P O Box 68, Grant FL 32949
Page 92 Eleanor Davis New Email
Eleanordavis79@gmail.com
Page 101 Debbi LaClair Correct Addresses
401 N Birch Rd Unit 1102, Ft. Lauderdale FL
33304
19509 County Route 65, Watertown NY
13601-5316
Page 38 Cordia Conservation Chairman is
Judith Lahey
Page 28 February 4: Change the title of
the Flower Show to “River of Grass.”
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Zoom LogIn Details for the General
Meeting on Friday,
November 13th at 10:00 a.m.
Join meeting at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87231790689
Meeting ID: 872 3179 0689
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,87231790689# US (Germantown)
+13126266799,,87231790689# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 872 3179 0689
Find your local number:
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdmpyU1pOo

“River of Grass”
Standard Flower Show Schedule
Available Online

“River of Grass”
A Standard Flower Show Presented by
the Fort Lauderdale Garden Club
February 6-7, 2021
FLGC members will be updated on the progress or any changes
pertaining to the Flower Show as they happen. At this time,
Flower Show Chairmen will meet on December 9th, to
discuss the Show and plan any modifications required.
Just a reminder:
Your horticulture entries must be in your possession 90 days
before the show.
You must own your plant by November 7th. I love The Flower
Show Rules! Ninety days is just the right amount of time
to either keep your plant alive or make it a part of your
compost!

Go to:

Trying to grow a plant for the show is the perfect activity
during this different/difficult time. Smile at your plant every
day and bring it in all happy and radiant for the show. Delivery
of the plants will be socially distanced.

http://www.flgc.org/programs67.htm

Design entries, please register with your consultants.

Scroll to: FEBRUARY 2021 Calendar
Click on: FLOWER SHOW SCHEDULE

“…Sunshine is the best medicine for the
soul.”
Old Garden Club Quote

The Flower Show Schedule has been sent by email to every
member and is also at http://www.flgc.org/programs67.htm
on the FLGC website (see details in the box on the left).
Contact Gene Cain at auxcain@bellsouth.net for additional
email copies.
The flower show will include horticulture, floral design,
educational exhibits, and photography. There is going to be
something for everyone!
SAMPLE ENTRY CARDS ARE ON PAGE 6 OF THIS GREEN THUMB
TO ASSIST IN PLANNING YOUR ENTRIES! PLEASE READ THE
SCHEDULE FOR ALL THE RULES AND CLASSIFICATIONS!

Roswitha Sidelko
Flower Show Chairman
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Invasives: The Infamous Five
By Agnes Gallo
“A mother’s work is never done”. We’ve all heard the old saying. The same is true for gardeners. Because
like mom, gardeners nurture, feed, and take care of every plant need. But a mother’s love can be tough
when it’s time to protect her children.
Our FLGC garden at Birch Park is under constant attack and we must fight the intruders: the invasive exotic
plants.
The Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council, publishes a list of invasive plants every other year. Eighty-one species
are listed as Category 1 and 85 as Category 2. Visit https://www.fleppc.org and see what is invading your
yard and our FLGC garden!
Fortunately, not all of them want to call our garden home. Five species have been particularly persistent in
spite of all our efforts to remove them.
The most aggressive one is the Arrowhead vine, Syngonium podophyllum (Category 1).
It will run on the ground until it finds a tree or shrub to climb on to. The leaves can be green or variegated, in
a simple arrowhead shape on younger plants and becoming large compound leaves with multiple leaflets
on mature plants. So, don’t let it fool you to think it’s a different plant. When attached to a trunk, the roots
are difficult to remove. Cutting the stems doesn’t always insure the plant up in the canopy will die.
Another species that is difficult to remove is the Snake Plant, also known as Mother-in-law’s Tongue or
Bowstring Hemp (Dracaena hyacinthoides) - formerly Sansevieria hyacinthoides (Category 2). What makes it
hard to eliminate is that you can’t just pull the plant. It will break leaving the rhizome underground. You will
need a spade or a fork to remove the whole plant. They are almost 70 different species in the genus
Sansevieria. Only the hyacinthoides species is invasive in Florida, so enjoy the others!
The Oyster plant, Tradescantia spathacea, still has a prominent place in our South Florida landscape. Easy
to grow, draught tolerant. You can buy its variegated variety in nurseries. Please don’t hesitate to point out
to them that it is a Category 1 invasive! Just like the snake plant it will grow in thick patches and over time
will take over entire areas. The good news is that its shallow roots makes it extremely easy to pull out of the
ground.
The air potato vine, Dioscorea bulbifera, is another category 1 still popping up in our gardens. It was added
to the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services' Noxious Weed List in 1999. Plants on this
list may not be introduced, possessed, moved, or released without a permit.
It is a very fast growing plant that reproduces quickly and profusely. It is easy to remove when young but
very hard to control when established. Make sure you get the small round “potato” that’s in the ground!
I know it’s going to be hard to convince you to rip this one out! But the Porterweed, Stachytarpheta
cayennensis, is a Category 2 invasive. Its pretty flowers attract butterflies and it’s easy to grow; we love it for
all the right reasons. But just like the Lantana, this Porterweed has escaped cultivation and is altering our
native species Stachytarpheta jamaicensis.
They are easy to tell apart. Jamaicensis, grows low to the ground, where cayennensis grows upright and can
reach a few feet in height. I planted our Florida native in front of our building, by the driveway. Consider
doing the same in your garden.
So the next time you walk our grounds and you see any of these, please, let your maternal instinct kick in
and protect our ecosystem by removing the intruder. It goes without saying that invasives should not end
up in the compost. Burning would be the preferred choice of disposal, but in our case, the trash can will do.
Thank you,
Agnes

(Editor’s Note: Agnes is a Co-Chairman for the FLGC Garden and Grounds. Contact Agnes at agnes3306@gmail.com
for more information about these and other plants, or to volunteer to help at the Garden Center.)

Green Thumb PAGE 4

" Her Happy Place" is a National Winner
Ava Frias, a 7th Grader in the BFF Intermediate Youth Gardener Program, won FIRST PLACE in
the Florida Federated Garden Club, the Deep South Region, and the National Garden Club 2020
Youth Poetry Contest.
Her Happy Place
There she stood
Soil stained hands and feet
The sun shining on her cheeks
She was amongst her trusty old friends
Mango as sure to offer her a treat
And scotch bonnet some heat
Rosemary and lavender lead her
Down the stone path
To the veggies who were begging for a bath
Onto the quartet of mint
Chocolate, apple, pepper and spearmint
They need a quick trim
She'll make some tea
Mug filled to the brim
The wind chime rings
And her heart sings
Ava Frias
7th Grade, BFF Intermediate Youth Gardener
Fort Lauderdale Garden Club, Inc.

Tomato Time in South Florida
By Gene Cain
Yes, as strange as it may seem to folks coming from “up North”, now is the time to grow tomatoes (and many annuals) in South
Florida. As our weather begins to cool down, many plants react as if it is Spring. They are ready to grow, bloom, and not die from the
heat! You will notice many tomato choices showing up in local nurseries and big box home stores. Of course as a gardener, you have
decisions to make:
1.

2.

3.
4.

Seeds or starter plants? It is now November and you are a little behind if you want to start tomatoes from seeds (you should
have started in August or September in a protected environment). Of course, using seeds will give you more varieties to
choice from, but starter plants come ready to plant in the ground, containers, earth boxes, etc. (If you buy a starter plants at
a nursery you can expect it to mature in about 70 to 90 days).
Bush or vine? Bush tomatoes are said to be “determinate”…that is they will reach a certain size, bloom, bare fruit, and at
some point die. Vine tomatoes are “indeterminate”…they may end up over 10 feet tall and will grow and set new fruit over
several months (they will require poles or cages for support). Most commercially grown starter plants will include Determinate
or Indeterminate on the label.
Small, medium, or large? Everyone wants big juicy tomatoes, but “cherry” tomatoes are often easier to grow. There are many
tomato hybrids (over 7,500), so do a little research for those that can stand more hot weather…don’t worry too much about
frost or freezing! Not going to happen!
Ground, container, earth box, or other? The choices are endless and everyone has their own opinion! The best advice might
be to try more than one approach and see where you have success…whatever you do, the plants will need at least six hours
of good sunlight to produce. Go out in the garden in the morning and look for a sunny spot, check it every 2 hours to see if
it is still sunny…adjust the location to the most sunny spot.

Usually tomatoes will not pollinate or set fruit when temperatures are above the mid 80s, so don’t expect too much success until the
weather really changes (usually around Thanksgiving). But plant now and have them ready when the weather changes (which I hope
will be soon!). GOOD LUCK!
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Gene Cain, Editor
auxcain@bellsouth.net
Fort Lauderdale Garden Club, Inc.
Est. 1927

Glenn F. Bates
Garden Center
Hugh Taylor Birch State Park
3109 E. Sunrise Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, Florida
33304-3313

Mailing address:
P.O. Box 4114
Fort Lauderdale, FL
33338-4114
PHONE: 954-561-8475

Visit Your Garden Club
Web Site!
www.flgc.org

November 2020
2 Mon
Shadehouse Workday, 9:00 a.m. Garden Center (Help Needed)
4 Wed
District XI Design Guild Meeting TBA Contact Virginia Garver
11 Wed
Garden Center Grounds Workday/Cleanup, 8:30 a.m. Garden Center
(Hlelp Needed)
12 Thur FLGC Board Meeting, 4:00 a.m. via Zoom
13 Fri
FLGC General Meeting, 10:00 a.m. via Zoom
17 Tues
District XI Flower Show Judges Meeting TBA Contact Virginia Garver
December 2020
7 Mon
Shadehouse Workday, 9:30 a.m. Garden Center (Help Needed)
9 Wed
Garden Center Grounds Workday/Cleanup, 8:30 a.m. Garden Center
(Help Needed)
11 Fri
FLGC Board Meeting TBA
11 Fri
FLGC General Meeting TBA

Changes, changes, changes...please check on all dates and
times before attending any event or meeting!

VOTE!
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3RD
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USE THESE SAMPLE FLOWER SHOW ENTRY CARDS TO PREPARE YOUR
HORTICULTURE ENTRIES FOR “RIVER OF GRASS”
“River of Grass”
A Standard Flower Show
Presented by The Fort Lauderdale Garden Club
February 6-7, 2021
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